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Creationist Deception: a Response

Barry Williams

In September the Skeptic (18/3 pp.7-10) published an article of mine
entitled Creationist Deception Exposed, in which I accused the
producers and the marketers of a creationist video tape, From a Frog to a
Prince, of distorting an interview for crude political propaganda reasons,
of seeking to damage the reputation of Professor Richard Dawkins and of
betraying the trust of their own followers.

The producer of the video tape, Gillian Brown of Keziah Video
Production, has written to the Skeptic, claiming that my article
misrepresented her involvement and requesting a right of reply.
Naturally, as a responsible publication, the Skeptic does not refuse anyone
the right of reply if they claim we have misrepresented them. (I might
add here that in this we differ markedly from creationist publications,
which have on more than one past occasion, flatly refused to publish
letters from me, correcting misrepresentations they have made of
Australian Skeptics Inc.)

Ms Brown has also published her complaint on the internet and had part
of it published in the November edition of Prayer News, a tabloid (in all
senses) sheet produced by Answers in Genesis, the Australian
distributors of the offending video tape. Curiously, this latter piece omits
all questions from No 4-7 and 11-15 inclusive, for reasons that are not
apparent. (That's the second point 11 in Ms Brown's complaint, not the
first one. I intend to publish her complaint in full and unedited, except for
an insertion Ms Brown had included after Q 16, concerning a
conversation she had with another individual and his quite long
response. This referred to something which I do not believe is in issue. As
I have no authority to publish the other person's response, I told Ms
Brown that I would delete this piece and she did not demur.)

In what follows, Ms Brown's words are heralded by the letter B., while
the items of which she complains are in italic type and introduced by a
number. My response follows her complaints.
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Response from Gillian Brown, Keziah Video
Production.

B. The first to present his case seems right, until another comes forward
to question him. (Proverbs 18:17)

B. You have written an article, published in the Skeptics journal, which
claims to "demonstrate the depths to which the creationist movement will
stoop in order to try to discredit its critics", in which you denigrate my
character and work, and that without having spoken to me at all. In
respect of fairness I would request that you publish my response in full.

Your article recounts Prof Dawkins' recollection of an interview, which is
included in the video From a Frog to a Prince, which I produced, in which
Dawkins is seen to pause for 11 seconds, and evade a simple question. As
you yourself say, "It beggars belief that someone of Richard Dawkins'
stature in the field would have been stumped by such a simple question or
would have evaded it." So, you conclude that Dawkins was "set up", with
"malicious intent", in "a piece of crude propaganda", "deliberately
manipulated" with "deceitful intent".

Firstly, I would like to say that if you are going to publish a slanderous
attack against someone, it is considered responsible journalism

to at least inquire into both sides of the story, and in this case, before
making accusations regarding the circumstances of an interview it would
have also been circumspect to have viewed the unedited tape. That way you
could have presented a serious investigation of the matter, and avoided
making illinformed and false assertions.

You state in the article that, "perhaps it could be argued that Prof

Dawkins' memories of the events might have deteriorated with the passage of
time since the interview..." In fact, whether from memory lapse or for

other reasons, the recollection of Dr Dawkins is riddled with inaccuracies

and some downright untruths. Following is an accurate account of the
interview, which may be confirmed by viewing the unedited video tapes.

Dr Dawkins makes a number of incorrect statements:

1. On September 16, 1997, Keziah Video Productions, in the persons of
Gillian Brown and Geoffrey Smith, came to my house...

B. I was accompanied by a former geologist, Philip Hohnen, not Geoffrey Smith.

2....I was challenged to produce an example of an evolutionary process
which increases the information content of the genome. It is a question
that nobody except a creationist would ask...
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